Alfa Romeo concludes the riveting 2016 Peking to Paris race

The two historic Giulias from the Scuderia del Portello reached Paris last Sunday, after travelling 14,000 km across 11 different countries. Last night, the gala ceremony held at the MotorVillage Champs-Elysées welcomed the two vintage cars with the brand new Giulia, the epitome of style in Alfa Romeo sports saloons.

The fifth historic re-enactment of the "Peking to Paris" motor challenge ended last Sunday in the prestigious Place Vendôme, starring two historic Alfa Romeo models form the Scuderia del Portello: a Giulia 1.300 Ti dating back to 1969 and a 1973 1.3 Giulia Super. And last night, the two valuable cars played the starring role in a gala ceremony organised at the Paris Motor Village, situated on the Champs Elysées, where they were awaited by the brand new Giulia, the model that embodies the new paradigm of the Alfa Romeo brand thanks to a functional and dynamic beauty, perfect weight distribution, extraordinary weight-to-power ratio, as well as rear-wheel drive and top-performing and innovative engines.

The two classic cars left the Chinese capital on 12th June and tackled a journey almost 14,000 km long which was as gruelling as it was fascinating, across a generous 11 countries: China, Mongolia, Russia, Belarus, Poland, Slovakia, Hungary, Slovenia, Italy, Switzerland and France. One of the toughest legs was without a shadow of a doubt the Gobi desert and Mongolia where the crew slept several nights and had to face special trials up to 40/50 kilometres in length, stone quarries and even had to cross a churning river. The longest leg of the rally took place in the 5,000 kilometres of Siberia: 668 kilometres long, from Novosibirsk to Omsk. The only Italian leg, between 13th and 14th July, saw the crews reach San Martino di Castrozza after a series of trials which were made even tougher by the bad weather, which forced the organisers to cancel some of the tests scheduled on the Alpine passes which were closed due to the overnight snowfall. 

The first classic Giulia was driven by Marco Cajani, chairman of the Scuderia del Portello, with Alessandro Morteo as co-driver, while the second car was in the hands of journalist Roberto Chiodi with his wife Maria Rita Degli Esposti beside him. In detail, Chiodi won the gold medal for ending all the race days on time and for having contested the large number of special trials envisaged during the five weeks of the rally within the maximum time allowed. In addition, he came thirteenth absolute, second in the category and first of the seven Italian crews. His wife is the third co-driver with the best absolute ranking among all competitors. What's more, the two classic Giulias came second and third in the special European Cup classification which only took into consideration the results achieved from Poland to Paris. 

Last but not least, it should be remembered that the Scuderia del Portello, Alfa Romeo's official team, was able to rely on the support of both Alfa Romeo and Mopar - FCA's reference brand for services, Customer Care, genuine spare parts and accessories - to complete this legendary rally, as well as Petronas Lubricants, Gold Sponsor of the Scuderia del Portello and technical-sales partner which develops and produces lubricants and functional fluids for FCA cars. Lastly, an exhibition area with the Alfa Romeo Heritage collection and Mopar line of merchandising were at the ceremony, at the Champs-Elysées MotorVillage.
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